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Manor Primary School 

Autumn Term Year 1 – Caring People  

 

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will  

This unit looks at the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to National and International achievements- Florence Nightingale, why she went to the Crimea, and what happened as a result of her work. The approach 

could also suit the study of other famous people, Edith Cavel, Grace Darling, Rosa Parks, Mary Seacole. 

This focuses on the way of life of a famous person who lived at a time before living memory. It should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods. It could contribute to cross-curricular work on ‘people who help us’. 

Core Aims  

 know and understand the history of these islands in chronological narrative, from the earliest times to 

the present day:  

 know how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by 

the wider world 

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the achievements and follies 

of mankind 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, 

difference and significance, and use them to make connections. 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, 

 

Children should be taught 

Chronological understanding 

Children should be able to: 

 place events and objects in chronological order 

 use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time (eg, before, after, a long time ago, 

past) and everyday historical terms. 

 match objects to people of different ages. 

 Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different period 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

Children should know: 

 recognise why people did things, why events happened and what happened as a result. 

 pupils should be taught to identify different ways in which the past is represented. 

Historical interpretation and Enquiry  

Children should be able to:  

 use stories to distinguish between fact and fiction 

 compare adults talking about the past and ask how reliable the source is 

 find out about the past from a range of sources of information (stories, eye-witness accounts, 

pictures/photographs, artefacts, historic buildings/visits to museums/galleries/sites, ICT) 

 to ask and answer questions 

Organisation and communication 

Pupils should be able to: 

 work with a partner or in a group to discuss their learning 
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 use role play /drama for empathy and understanding 

 record their work in a variety of ways- pictures, ICT, models, timelines 

 
Expectations 

Children can: 

 show an awareness of the past,  

 Use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time.  

 know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework 

 show things that are the same and different between life in different periods. 

 use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms.  

 ask and answer questions, 

 show an understanding of some of the ways in which we find out about the past 

 show an understanding of the ways the past is presented. 
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 

 to research why Florence Nightingale was an important figure from the past. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 To describe differences and similarities between learning today and that of the 

past. 

 to describe how the life of Florence Nightingale is different from today. 

 

Who was Florence Nightingale? 

Encourage the children to think about what the word ‘famous’ means. Who do they know who is famous? Why is he or she famous? 

What other famous people from the past do they know about?  

Use primary source portrait of Florence Nightingale (use Expresso links or interactive QCA History flipbooks).  

Children to use their skills of questioning and enquiry to discuss the following: Who could she be?  How the lady is portrayed within the 

portrait? Why might she be an important person from the past? How did we know that she is from the past?  

 

 What questions would you ask her to find out who she really is?  

What work might the person in the picture do?  

When do you think this person lived? What clues are there to help us? How do we know this person lived a very long time ago? Discuss 

the children’s questions and thinking about the portrait.  

 

Using the children’s questions and thoughts about the portrait, explore Expresso (teacup) links for storyboard about Florence 

Nightingale. Read and discuss the information about the life of FN. Discuss briefly the Crimean- Use photographs to show images of the 

war. and how it took place in Russia. Talk through the interactive information about FN family life and her family members. (more 

information can be found in Discovery world links books –Fiona Macdonald) 

Children could create a family tree  

How was Florence Nightingale’s education and learning different from ours today? 

Recap on the learning already gained about who Florence Nightingale was and what role she played in our history.  

Ask the children to think about what FN education and learning might have been like in the past. Do you think she would have learnt in 

the same way as we do today? 

Look at the Big Book (Discovery world links) about FN. Read the information as well as look at the information on 

www.BBC.co.uk/schools/famouspeople.  

Discuss and compare Florence Nightingale’s education and learning with that of today. What has changed? What do you learn at school 

today that is different to what FN might have learnt during the Victorian times? 

Ask the children to work in small groups to narrate and act out what Florence Nightingale’s learning and education was like.  

 

 To identify the reasons as to why Florence Nightingale went to the Crimea. 

 To infer information from written and visual accounts from the past. 

Why did Florence Nightingale go to the Crimea? 

Look on a map and locate where the Crimea war took place.  
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Look at the Big Book (Discovery world links) about FN and the BBC web links and ask the children to look for clues as why FN went to 

the Crimean war.  

Ask the children to share their findings on why FN went to the Crimea war in 1854. Tell the chn that FN’s invitation was to go to the 

Crimea to help look after British soldiers wounded in the war. Ensure that the chn have a good understanding of why FN felt it was her 

duty to help the soldiers in the hospital.  

Chn to explain in their own words the reasons as to why Florence went to Crimea. 

 To learn to recognise similarities and differences between nurses today and in 

the past. 

 to interpret and understand visual sources to compare the past and the present.  

 

How was Florence Nightingale different from nurses today? 

 (If possible prior the lesson, arrange for a nurse or medical person from the community to take part in the lesson so that the children 

can compare the differences and similarities between nurses today and from the past.) 

Give groups of children pictures of Florence Nightingale in nurse’s uniform. Recap on who she is and what role she played in the past. 

 

 Set the children a challenge by asking them to use their enquiry skills to discuss - What can they find out about her from this picture? 

Focus the discussion on her clothes. Are the clothes like the clothes women wear now? What is her uniform like? How is her uniform 

different from today? 

 

Discuss the children’s thoughts on FN’s uniform and highlight differences and similarities. 

 

Show the children a picture of a nurse of today. (Introduce if arranged – medical visitor) How is today’s uniform different? Similar? How 

has the uniform changed over time? Why has it changed? 

Children draw of a Victorian nurse and a nurse of today. 
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Manor Primary School 

Autumn Term Year 2 The Cadbury Family 

 

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will investigate similarities and differences between families today and families in the past. This unit will encourage children to collect information about themselves and their families and create chronological families trees 

from past to present family members. The unit will also include a local historical study of the well-known ‘Cadbury family’. 

 

   

Core Aims  

 know and understand the history of these islands in chronological narrative, from the earliest times to 

the present day:  

 know how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by 

the wider world 

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the achievements and follies 

of mankind 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, 

difference and significance, and use them to make connections. 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, 

 

Children should be taught 

Chronological understanding 

Children should be able to: 

 place events and objects in chronological order 

 use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time (eg, before, after, a long time ago, 

past) and everyday historical terms. 

 match objects to people of different ages. 

 Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different period 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

Children should know: 

 recognise why people did things, why events happened and what happened as a result. 

 pupils should be taught to identify different ways in which the past is represented. 

Historical interpretation and Enquiry  

Children should be able to:  

 use stories to distinguish between fact and fiction 

 compare adults talking about the past and ask how reliable the source is 

 find out about the past from a range of sources of information (stories, eye-witness accounts, 

pictures/photographs, artefacts, historic buildings/visits to museums/galleries/sites, ICT) 

 to ask and answer questions 

Organisation and communication 

Pupils should be able to: 

 work with a partner or in a group to discuss their learning 

 use role play /drama for empathy and understanding 
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 record their work in a variety of ways- pictures, ICT, models, timelines 

 
Expectations 

Children can: 

 show an awareness of the past,  

 Use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time.  

 know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework 

 show things that are the same and different between life in different periods. 

 use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms.  

 ask and answer questions, 

 show an understanding of some of the ways in which we find out about the past 

 show an understanding of the ways the past is presented. 
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 to use appropriate vocabulary to describe my family 

 to create a family tree 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who is in my family? 

 

Prior to lesson: Ask the children to bring in photographs if possible of members of their close family.  

Introduce the word – family. Tell the children that today they are going to think about who is in their family. Share with the children 

people who is part of your own family. Use photographs to demonstrate this starting with you, siblings, parents and grandparents. Use 

associated vocabulary (now, present, before me, grandparents etc) to explain your own family tree. Model visually using photo if possible, 

your own family tree so that the children can see the chronology. 

 Ask the children to share who is in their family.  

Ask the children to create a simple branching tree of their family labelling them (maybe use a photo of themselves), brothers/sisters, 

parents and grandparents.  

If possible children can use an ICT program to create their own family tree.  

*Try to book the visit to Cadbury world as lesson 7 of this unit is planned as the visit to Cadbury in Birmingham.  

The purpose of this activity is to provide opportunities for children to appreciate generations within families and how they fit 

chronologically within a branching tree. 

 to recall and order chronologically some special and personal events that they 

remember. 

 To begin to understand that memories are of the past. 

 

 

 

 

 

What are your special memories? 

Discuss with the children some special memories and dates that are very important to you.  

Share with the children a chronological sequence of dates that are important to your and that you remember starting from e.g. date/year 

of birth, the year in which you started nursery, the year you were in reception, maybe a year/date of a special holiday your went on when 

you were 4 years old etc. (Resource Ref: Families resources pack-Foley) 

 

End the sequence with the present day to show how you have placed your memories in a time order (chronological) 

As a class, create a similar date chart with past to present dates – some children may need support in recalling memorable dates so maybe 

create a chart of chronological events they have undertaken whilst at Manor Primary.  

 

Children to record ‘My memory chart’ in their books in the form of a simple time line to show order of memorable events with some 

dates and associated vocabulary like now, present etc 

 

Teacher note: for next lesson a visitor from a different generation eg. Parent, grand parent or great grandparent will need to be arranged 

to talk to the children about their childhood memories, life and family life as a young children to present. It would be really good if the 
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arranged visitor is able to bring in childhood artefacts, toys, family photographs etc. 

 to use oral history to learn about the life and family of someone else 

 to identify differences between their childhood and the childhood of someone 

from another generation 

 to describe an artefact or photograph and what they tell us. 
 

What was it like when you were a child?  A visitor’s memories of childhood and family life. 

Begin the lesson by telling the children that they are going to interview a special visitor about their family, childhood and life. Explain to 

the children that this special person is going to share some of their memories with them today.  

What would you like to ask the visitor? As a class, ask the children to generate some simple questions to ask the special visitor. Scribe the 

questions generated on the interactive white board.  

Allow the children to ask their suggested questions to the visitor. If the visitor is able to bring in artefacts, allow the children time to 

handle, observe and importantly questions them about what they tell us. 

Discuss with the children – how do the artefacts or photographs tell us about the life of the person? What do they tell us about their 

family? How is his/her family different to yours? How are his/her memories different from yours?  
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Manor Primary School 

Autumn Term- Year 3 

What was life like for children in World War 2?  

 

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit of learning pupils will find out about a major event in world history and develop their understanding of reasons for and results of an event of such significance. The children will find out about the effects of the 

Second World War on children in their local area, nationally and internationally. In this unit children will continue to develop a chronological understanding of British,local and world history and develop the appropriate use of historical 

terms. They will understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. There could also be opportunities to consider the effects of war on children today. Children use a range of sources, including the 

recollections of people alive at the time. 

Core Aims  

 know and understand the history of the British Isles in chronological narrative, from the earliest times to 

the present day:  

 know how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by 

the wider world 

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the achievements and follies 

of mankind 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, 

difference and significance, and use them to make connections. 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry and how there are contrasting arguments and 

interpretations of the past. 

 

Children should be taught 

Chronological understanding 

Children should be able to: 

 place events, people and changes into correct periods of time  

 use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time, including ancient, modern, BC, AD, 

century and decade. 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

Children should know: 

 about characteristic features of the periods and societies studied, including the ideas, beliefs, 

attitudes and experiences of men, women and children in the past  

 about the social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of the societies studied, in Britain and the 

wider world  

 to identify and describe reasons for, and results of, historical events, situations, and changes in the 

periods studied  

 to describe and make links between the main events, situations and changes within and across the 

different periods and societies studied. 

 . 

Historical interpretation and Enquiry  

Children should be able to:  

 recognise that the past is represented and interpreted in different ways, and to give reasons for this 

 know how to find out about the events, people and changes studied from an appropriate range of 
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sources of information, including ICT-based sources [for example, documents, printed sources, 

CD-ROMS, databases, pictures and photographs, music, artefacts, historic buildings and visits to 

museums, galleries and sites] 

 to ask and answer questions, and to select and record information relevant to the focus of the 

enquiry 

Organisation and communication 

Pupils should be able to: 

 work with a partner or in a group to discuss their learning 

 use role play /drama for empathy and understanding 

 record their work in a variety of ways- pictures, ICT, models, timelines 

 recall, select and organise historical information  

 use dates and historical vocabulary to describe the periods studied  

 communicate their knowledge and understanding of history in a variety of ways [for example, 

drawing, writing, by using ICT]. 

Expectations 

Children can: 

 Use a wide vocabulary of historical terms and phrases relating to events studied and the passing of time.  

 know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework 

 show an understanding of some of the ways in which we find out about the everyday lives of people in the past 

 show how things can be the same and different between life in different periods. 

 identify reasons for and results of peoples actions 

 identify and give reasons for different ways in which the past is represented 

 distinguish between different sources- compare different versions of the same story 

 Show an understanding of a significant turning point in British History 

  ask and answer questions, 

 Use a range of sources to find out about world War 11 
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 

to know why the war began 

 to know when and where WWII took place 

 to identify and locate the countries involved 

 to know the key dates and events leading up to the war 

 

What was the second world war? Where and when did it take place? 

Discuss why people wear poppies, Who do we remember on Remembrance Day, What happens? Why  do we have Remembrance Day, why it is 

important to remember?.www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/world_war2/ 

Discuss how long ago World War II happened and locate on a time line. 

Establish what children already know about World War II. Discuss when the war took place, the main countries involved, why it started, how it was 

fought and the defeat of Germany and Japan by the allied nations.   

On a map of the world identify countries that fought in WWII and explain why it is known as a world war.  

Think about how children would feel knowing war was taking place in another part of the world. 

 to know about world leaders in World War II Who were the world leaders in World War II? 

Discuss which world leaders from World War II, they know of so far. What would you like to find out about each of the leaders? 

Investigate and research world leaders in groups and feedback information 

Churchill, Hirohito, Hitler, Mussolini, Roosevelt, and Stalin. 

How were the leaders the same? Different? What conclusions and comparisons can you make?  

 To understand a turning point in British history -the Battle of Britain 

 to know the characteristic features of the Blitz and what type of  

 area was most likely to be affected 

 to locate where bombing raids took place 

 to examine the reliability of source material. 

What was the Blitz? 

Introduce the children to the word Blitz. What do you think this word means?  

Children use selected primary sources, eg photographs, a gas mask, to research what happened during the Blitz.  

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_plymouth/1930s/index.html  

Which places do you think were bombed? Discuss the cities that were bombed (London, Birmingham, Bristol, Liverpool, Manchester, Southampton, 

Coventry, Glasgow, Exeter, Bath, Norwich, York, Canterbury) What sort of things would they want to destroy? Why? Discuss why Germany and 

Britain decided to bomb cities. What was the Battle of Britain? How did it get its name? Use maps, eg of London or Liverpool, or children’s 
knowledge, to establish the main targets.  

Children label the cities that were bombed on a map. They should also explain what the Blitz was and why certain cities were bombed.when was 

battle of Britain day? www.ducksters.com/historyworldwar11/battle of britain.  

resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/homework/war/battleofbritain.htm 

Discuss what it would have been like to live in a city during the Blitz. Which sources help us to learn about the blitz? Which sources are most reliable 

and why? How do you think parents, children felt? 

  Put dates of the London Blitz on the class time line. Add Battle of Britain Day 

 to understand the effects of air raids 

 to explain the causes of evacuation 

 to communicate their learning in an organised and structured way, using 

appropriate terminology 

 

What was it like to be an evacuee? 

Introduce the word evacuation and elicit children’s responses.  Develop an understanding of why children were evacuated by reading a first hand 

account from a child explaining why s/he had to leave their home or playing a recording of someone telling the story. 

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_plymouth/1930s/index.html 

Show children a photograph of evacuation.  What is happening? Where are they going? What are they carrying? Why do t hey have labels? What is in 

their boxes? 

Explain what happens to the children when they reach the country side.  Explain billeting officer, host family.   Read another first- hand account of a 

child’s experience of evacuation Read accounts of the children from host families, how did they feel? Compare experiences.  Discuss whether the 

children enjoyed being evacuates, how they felt and why. 

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_plymouth/1930s/index.html
http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_plymouth/1930s/index.html
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Children write a letter from the point of view of an evacuee to their parents. 
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Manor Primary School 

Autumn Term Year 4 

The Shang Dynasty 

 

Overview of the Learning: Shang Dynasty - the first true Chinese dynasty. 

In this unit children will- 

 investigate and learn about the achievements of one of the earliest civilizations – The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China-the children will gain an overview and undertake an in depth study of how, where and when this first 

civilization appeared. 

Core Aims  

 know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest 

times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and 

been influenced by the wider world 

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient 

civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European 

societies; achievements and follies of mankind 

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, 
‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, 

difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame 

historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and 

analyses 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make 

historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have 

been constructed 

 gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the 

Pupils should be taught  

Chronological understanding 

Children should be able to: 

 place events, people and changes into correct periods of time  

 use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time, including more complex terms- ancient, 

modern, BC, AD, century and decade. 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

Children should know: 

 about characteristic features of the period and society, including the ideas, beliefs, attitudes and 

experiences of men, women and children  

 about the social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of the society studied,  

 to identify and describe reasons for, and results of, historical events, situations, and changes in the 

periods studied and offer reasonable explanations for some events 

 to describe and make links between the main events, situations and changes within and across the 

different periods and societies studied. 

Historical interpretation and Enquiry  

Children should be able to:  

 Use evidence to reconstruct life during the shang dynasty, identifying key features and events. 

 recognise that the past is represented and interpreted in different ways, and to give reasons for this 

 know how to find out about the events, people and changes studied from an appropriate range of 

sources of information, including ICT-based sources [for example, documents, printed sources, CD-

ROMS, databases, pictures and photographs, music, artefacts, historic buildings and visits to museums, 
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connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, 

military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

galleries and sites] 

 to ask and answer questions, and to select and begin to evaluate the usefulness of different sources and 

their relevance to the focus of the enquiry 

Organisation and communication 

Pupils should be able to: 

 recall, select and organise historical information  

 use dates and historical vocabulary to describe the periods studied  

communicate their knowledge and understanding of history in a variety of ways [for example, drawing, 

writing, by using ICT]. 

 

Expectations 

Children can: 

 know and understand the nature of the ancient civilisation- the Shang Dynasty,  the expansion of an empire and the achievements and follies of mankind. 

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘dynasty’ and ‘government’ 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, similarity, difference and significance,  

  make connections and  draw contrasts between civilisations 

  frame historically-valid questions to lead their own learning  

 create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

To find out about the Shang Dynasty Where is China? What do you already know about China? Invite children to share their ideas and discover where China is on a map. Tell 

children that over the next few lessons, we will be exploring the Shang Dynasty of China.  

What is a dynasty? and why it is an important part of Chinese history.  Show children a timeline showing when the Shang Dynasty is 

thought to have been in power and the map showing the extent of their power. The Shang Dynasty was in power during the Bronze Age. 

It was during the Shang dynasty that Bronze working began This was before written history was recorded.www.theschoolrun.com 

How do you think we know about the Shang Dynasty? Invite children to share their ideas,  

Thousands of artefacts from the ruins of Yin, the last capital of the Shang, were unearthed in the late 1920’s and 30’s 
Provide children with the Story of how the Shang family began. Give children some time to read through the story. Do you think this 

story is true? Why? Why not? Discuss ideas as a class. 

When was the Shang Dynasty? Most historians now date the Shang dynasty from 1600- 1046 BCE when it was succeeded by the Zhou 

dynasty. www.historyforkids.org 

Who began the Shang Dynasty? The Shang dynasty began when T’ang, a man of great virtue and wisdom, overthrew the decadent 

emperor, Chieh, the last of the Hsia dynasty 

Where did the Shang rulers live? The Shang dynasty was centred around the Yellow river in the North East China but moved its capital 

on a number of occasions 

What were the royal palaces like? 

Who were the Shang rulers? The first ruler of the Shang dynasty was Tang Shang- there were 30 rulers 

 To use a range of sources to make inferences and deductions to learn about the 

Shang dynasty.  

 To draw historical conclusions about life during the Shang dynasty 

 To understand that what we know about the past is dependent on what has 

survived 
 

What were oracle bones? What do they tell us about life during the Bronze age? Why are they important sources of evidence? Shangdy-

nasty.weebly.com 

What was bronze used for during the Shang Dynasty? What does this tell us about everyday life? 

Which artefacts tell us about religion during the Shang dynasty? How did people live? Where did they live? News.bbc.co.uk 

Which artefact do you think is most useful for learning about the Shang Dynasty? Why? Discuss ideas as a class. www.ushistory.org 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.the/
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Manor Primary School 

Who were the Rotten Romans? Year 4 

Overview of Unit of Learning 

In this unit of learning pupils are introduced to the idea that people from other societies have been coming to settle in Britain for a long time. They consider the effects of the invasion and settlement of the Romans on Britain. 

There is emphasis on historical enquiry using artefacts and Roman sites and interpretations of history. 

Chronological understanding 

Children should be able to: 

 place events, people and changes into correct periods of time  

 use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time, including ancient, modern, BC, AD, century and 

decade. 

 

 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

Children should know: 

 about characteristic features of the periods and societies studied, including the ideas, beliefs, attitudes and 

experiences of men, women and children in the past  

 about the social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of the societies studied, in Britain and the wider 

world  

 to identify and describe reasons for, and results of, historical events, situations, and changes in the periods 

studied  

 to describe and make links between the main events, situations and changes within and across the 

different periods and societies studied. 

Historical interpretation and Enquiry  

Children should be able to:  

 recognise that the past is represented and interpreted in different ways, and to give reasons for this 

 know how to find out about the events, people and changes studied from an appropriate range of sources 

of information, including ICT-based sources [for example, documents, printed sources, CD-ROMS, 

databases, pictures and photographs, music, artefacts, historic buildings and visits to museums, galleries 

and sites] 

 to ask and answer questions, and to select and record information relevant to the focus of the enquiry 

Organisation and communication 

Pupils should be able to: 

 recall, select and organise historical information  

 use dates and historical vocabulary to describe the periods studied  

 communicate their knowledge and understanding of history in a variety of ways [for example, drawing, 

writing, by using ICT]. 

 

Cross Curricular Learning 

This area of learning should provide opportunities for: 

 Children to develop and apply their literacy, numeracy and ICT skills  

 Enhancing children's scientific and technological understanding through making links to other areas of learning and to wider issues of interest and importance. 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                                                   

 

 

Assessment for Learning  

 National Curriculum  Children’s Targets 

 Pupils show their increasing knowledge and understanding of the past by using dates and terms, 

by describing some of the main events, people and periods they have studied and by placing them 

into different periods of time. They begin to recognise some of the similarities and differences 

between these periods and are beginning to suggest causes and consequences of the main events 

and changes. They identify some of the different ways in which the past has been represented. 

They use sources to find answers to questions about the past. 

I know that past time can be divided into different time periods 

I can use key historical dates and terms to give key times and events from the past in 

chronological order 

I can share my learning about the main changes, events and people  in the past by describing 

them using my factual knowledge 

I can describe things that are the same or different between different periods of time using some 

dates and historical words 

I am beginning to suggest the causes and consequences  of the main events and changes that have 

occurred in the periods of history I have learnt about 

I can explain how the past can be represented in different ways 

I can use sources of information in different ways to help me answer questions about the past 

 Pupils show their knowledge and understanding of local, national and international history by 

describing some of the main events, people and periods they have studied, and by identifying 

where these fit within a chronological framework. They describe characteristic features of past 

societies and periods to identify change and continuity within and across different periods and to 

identify some causes and consequences of the main events and changes. They identify and 

describe different ways in which the past has been interpreted. When finding answers to historical 

questions, they begin to use information as evidence to test hypotheses. They begin to produce 

structured work, making appropriate use of dates and terms. 

I can confidently identify where key events, people and periods  from history fit within a 

chronological framework from ancient civilizations to the present day   

I can use my learning about local, national and international history to describe some of the main 

events and key people during these periods 

I can describe characteristic features of past periods and societies 

I can identify and explain some of the main changes that occurred within and across different 

periods of history 

I can describe different ways in which the past can be interpreted 

I can show how features of the past have been retold and interpreted in different ways 

I have begun to select and put together information from different historical sources 

I have begun to use information as evidence to test hypotheses when trying to find the answers to 

historical questions 

When presenting my work I can structure my ideas and can use terms and dates appropriately 

Key Learning Objectives Learning Opportunities ICT links/ Notes 

 

 to recognise that people have been moving to different 

areas for a long time. 

 to use the terms ‘invade’ and ‘settle’ 

Who invaded and settled in Britain a long time ago? 

Discuss the children’s and their families’ experiences of moving home to live either in a 

different part of the country or in a different country. Encourage the children to suggest why 

they or their families moved, and list the reasons given.   

Explain that in the past people moved from their homelands for reasons which may have 

This discussion needs to be handled with sensitivity and 

care, especially if there are any refugee children in the 

class. It is important to draw out that some reasons for 

moving today are similar to why people moved in the 



                                                                                                                                                                   

 to place the Celtic and Roman periods in a chronological 

timeline 

 that Romans invaded Britain and that the period of 

conquest was followed by a period of settlement 

been similar to today, e.g. for work, to make a new life, because of fear. Ask the children to 

discuss the definitions of the words ‘invade’ and ‘settle’. 
 I think an invader is…  
Establish that groups of people have been visiting, invading and settling in Britain for a very 

long time.  

Why do you think people would want to invade Britain?  

 

Introduce the Romans as the invaders, who eventually settled and the Celts who were people 

already living in Britain.  

Consider periods in history the children may be familiar with and introduce the time of the 

Romans and Celts. Ensure the children have some understanding of BC and AD. 

Children to create a history time line, labelling the period in question as well as in relation to 

other historic period including Anglo-Saxons, Vikings and so on.  

Children to start thinking about why they think the Romans invaded and settled in Britain.  

past, e.g. for work, to make a new life, because of fear. 

Recognising that communities are made up of people 

from different places, backgrounds and cultures can lead 

into a discussion of the workings of local and national 

communities, as a link to citizenship education. 

The class time line will need to include Celtic, Roman 

and Anglo-Saxon periods. 

This activity would provide a useful context for 

reinforcing dictionary skills. The class might consider the 

range of definitions in dictionaries and information 

books, as a prelude to children developing their own 

definitions of the terms. 

The activity could be adapted by giving children a grid 

with the dictionary definitions already in place. 

 

 

 

 to use the terms ‘invade’ and ‘settle’ 
 to recognise where the Romans came from. 

 where the Romans invaded Britain and that the period of 

conquest was followed by a period of settlement 

 to give reasons for invasions using a selection of written 

and oral evidence. 

 

 

Where did the Romans come from and why did they invade Britain? 

Recap the words invaders and settlers and ensure the children have an understanding of 

when the Romans invaded and the people who were already in England (the Celts).   

 

Ask the children to think about- where did the Romans come from? Using a map, discuss 

where Italy is, which continent is can be found and the name of the Capital city. Inform the 

children that the Romans lived in Italy over 2000 years ago  

 

Why do you think that the Romans wanted to invade Britain? Using the history resource 

information, discuss the reasons as to why the Romans headed to Britain. Discuss the reasons 

of slaves, gold, silver and tin from the mines.  

Using a map of Britain, show the children which part of the country the Romans invaded – 

Kent and then built Colchester.  

Listen to the oral history accounts in the ‘’A sense of History KS2 Resource box’ – What 

does the oral account tell us about the Romans? What do the oral accounts tell us as 

historians about why the Romans invaded Britain? How valuable is the oral evidence? 

 

Children to have a map of the world and locate the country, continent and capital city to 

where the Romans came from. Children to then locate the place to which the Romans 

A displayed class time line will need to include Celtic, 

Roman and Anglo-Saxon periods. 

 

’A sense of History KS2 Resource box’ contains the oral 

account. 

 



                                                                                                                                                                   

invaded within Britain and write a description of why the Romans invaded using the written 

and oral account evidence examined.  

 

Key Learning Objectives Learning Opportunities ICT links / notes 

 

 to use the terms ‘invade’ and ‘settle’ 
 to recognise characteristics that place Celts and Romans as 

having lived a long time ago in the past 

 to know that Romans invaded Britain and that the period 

of conquest was followed by a period of settlement 

 

 

 

 

Who were the Celts? What were the Celts like? What did they believe in? 

Recap the words invaders and settlers and ensure the children have an understanding of 

when the Romans invaded, which country they came from and the country they invaded.  

 

Discuss people who were already in England (the Celts).   Provide the children with a picture 

of a Celtic warrior.  Explain some background information on the life of the Celtic people, 

e.g., tribal, beliefs. Discuss the key features of a Celtic warrior - large muscles, blond hair, 

moustache, bright shirt, trousers, clock, and broach.  

 

Ensure the children appreciate that the Celts had a reputation for being good fighters and 

that feuding between tribes was common. Show the children a torc and explain that this was 

very important, as the Romans believed it had magic powers to protect them from harm.  

 

Children to sketch Celtic warrior and write a personal advert description of what they looked 

like and what sort of people they were. 

A displayed class time line will need to include Celtic, 

Roman and Anglo-Saxon periods. 

 

Resource References: 

Oxford: Roman Britain 

Ginn- Invaders and Settlers 

 

 

 to recognise characteristics that place Romans as having 

lived a long time ago in the past  

 to select and record information about Celtic and Roman 

ways of life 

 to make comparisons between these lifestyles 

 to know about aspects of life in Celtic and Roman Britain, 

using a variety of resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who were the Romans? 

Explain that the Romans had a rich and powerful Empire and they wanted to make it even 

larger. In 55BC Julius Caesar led an army to Britain. The British fought back and when the 

winter came the Romans left. This happened again in 54BC (the next year). By 117AD the 

Romans had successfully conquered all the land around the Mediterranean Sea and England. 

(Background information Collins: Invaders p.3)   Show the children a map showing the 

Roman Empire at this time.  

The success of the Roman Empire was due to its army – discuss reasons for its strength. 

Children look at a picture of a Roman soldier What would they like to ask the Roman 

solider? What would they like to find out about the Romans? 

 

Ask the children to mind map their questions on a large sheet of paper. (There is also an 

opportunity to discuss questions that the children would like to ask to a Roman soldier. 

These can be e-mailed and hopefully a reply given! 

E-mails to:  hmoore.lcm@ednet.lancs.ac.uk) 

It is important that the Celts are not presented as a set 

of primitive tribes. They were sophisticated, but different 

from the Romans. The issue could be highlighted by 

comparing the impression created by Julius Caesar’s 
comments about the Celts from his story of his visits in 

55 and 54 BC with the impression given by examples of 

Celtic artwork. 

Children could develop this activity further by 

investigating the lifestyle of Celtic tribes, e.g. language, 

beliefs, dress, art, settlements such as hill forts, towns, 

farms and/or considering the Roman way of life, e.g. the 

importance of Latin, gods, dress, the organisation of the 

army, houses and their interior design. 

Children could be divided into groups for this activity, 

with some groups looking at Celts and others the 

mailto:hmoore.lcm@ednet.lancs.ac.uk


                                                                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

Give the children a range of written, oral, visual and internet sources to research the Romans. 

Children to record findings in their books using subheading to classify their information and 

findings 

Romans. 

This activity could be adapted by asking children either 

to make labelled drawings or write their answers in 

sentences, as appropriate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Learning Objectives Learning Opportunities ICT links/ Notes 

 

 that sources about Boudicca contradict each other 

 that there are different opinions about Boudicca 

Who was Boudicca? 

Introduce the children to a picture of Boudicca – Using their skills of enquiry, Ask the 

children to think about – who is she? Why might she be important? How is she portrayed? 

How would you describe the way she looks? What would you like to ask her to find out more 

about who she is? 

 

Look at a range of written and visual sources of evidence to find out about who she is.  

 

Explain the background – story revolves around the Iceni tribe and the Romans. The King of 

Iceni had an agreement with the Romans that kept his tribe safe, but when he died the 

Romans broke the agreement and attacked his wife, Queen Boudicca. Why do you think the 

Romans attacked? How do you think the Iceni people felt? What do you think you would 

have done? Again encourage the children to use their skills of enquiry and questioning.  

 

Queen Boudicca decided to take revenge on the Romans and laid waste to many Roman 

towns, the battles killing hundreds of Romans and Celts.  

 

Children write their own description of the story of Boudicca (in a comic strip style if you 

preferred) 

 

Possible sources of information on Boudicca are: text 

books, postcards, contemporaneous writers, e.g. Tacitus, 

Dio Classius, pictures of modern interpretations, 

e.g. statues outside the Houses of Parliament or in 

Cardiff city hall, pictures on book covers. 

 

Children could record their findings in a two-column 

grid with the headings: ‘What we know’, and ‘Source of 

information’, with prompts such as hair, height, 

character, temper, and colouring. 

 

This activity could be adapted by asking the children to 

make a labelled drawing of Boudicca instead of a written 

description. 

 

 

 that sources about Boudicca contradict each other 

Was Boudicca right or wrong to take revenge? 

Recap on who Boudicca was and why she is part of the Roman history. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/romans/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/romans/


                                                                                                                                                                   

 that there are different opinions about Boudicca Some people thought Boudicca was very brave and a heroine. There is even a large statue in 

London.   Who might think Boudicca was a heroine? Why?  

Examine and explore views and opinions about Boudicca.  

 

If you were from the Iceni tribe what would you think of Boudicca? 

If you were a Roman what would you think of Boudicca? 

 

Divide the class into ‘right and wrong’ parties and give them ma range of sources and 

evidence based on Boudicca. Ask the children representing each side to make their own 

judgements on Boudicca based on the evidence and sources they have explored. Children to 

then present their judgements and views in a class debate with role play. 

 

 

 

Key Learning Objectives Learning Opportunities ICT links/ Notes 

 

 to investigate life and people in Roman Britain 

 To explore and examine a range of historical sources to 

investigate life in Roman Britain. 

 To use ICT to aid historical research. 

 

Jobs 

Clothing http://www.crystalinks.com/romeclothing.html  

Homes 

Food 

Leisure – Colluseum – Gladiator account (assessment) – Bath 

houses. 

What was life in Roman Britain like? 

Begin by discussing with the children what they think life was like in Roman Britain.  

 

To allow children to explore the Romans and their way of life, provide the children with a 

range of sources including books, encyclopaedia, internet , (Ref:  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/romans/ ) oral (A Sense of History cassette) and visual 

sources, ask the children to research the following headings – Roman clothes, leisure, homes, 

weapons and people.   

 

Children to present their research in a piece of non-fiction writing with sub-headings to 

organise their research and illustration.  

 

 

 

 To investigate and learn about Roman inventions in 

Britain. 

 To know how roads, baths, villas, tombs and aqueducts 

were some of the Roman inventions.  

What did the Romans do for us? 

Tell the children that the Romans were very good engineers and inventors. What do you 

think they built? What do you think the Romans invented? Why? 

 

Explain to the children that the Romans built many things that we still use today, roads 

aqueducts, villas, baths, temples and tombs. Share with the children the amazing fact of the 

Ref:  http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/romans/  

Children may need use an ICT session to undertake this 

lesson. 

http://www.crystalinks.com/romeclothing.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/romans/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/romans/


                                                                                                                                                                   

 Romans actually invented concrete! 

 

To allow children to explore the Romans inventions for themselves, children to use ICT to 

create a Roman inventions fact file.  

 

 

 To examine the characteristics of Roman villas. 

 To design a mosaic pattern 

How did the Romans decorate their villas? 

Look at a picture or account of a decorated Roman villa in Britain. How would you describe 

the villa? How is it decorated? 

Explain to the children that mosaics were popular decorations for Roman houses. What are 

mosaics? Why do you think that the Romans used mosaics to decorate their homes? How are 

mosaics made? Look at more examples of mosaics. 

Children either design and make their own mosaic pattern on paper using their learning of 

Roman mosaics.  (If possible children can design and make their mosaic on the computer: 

Ref: http://www.gwydir.demon.co.uk/jo/learn/mosaic.htm 

This is an interactive site where children on a grid can make their own mosaic. 

 

Examples of mosaics on LCP flip chart – page 3.  

 

 

 

 

Key Learning Objectives Learning Opportunities ICT links/ Notes 

 

 To know about the food and drink that was consumed by 

Romans. 

 To learn about Roman domestic life. 

What did the Romans like to eat? 

Romans were responsible for many of the foods we eat today e.g. Grapes, plums, walnuts, 

cherries, cabbages, onions, leeks, turnips, cucumbers, parsnips, carrots, celery, sausages and 

tomatoes.  

Share with the children that some Romans ate peacock brains, flamingo tongues and pike 

livers- Yuk!!!  

 

Rich Romans enjoyed having banquets with lots of food; poor people in Roman times eat 

simple food such as bread and porridge. Meat and fish were very expensive.  

 

Read through foods rich Romans would have enjoyed at a banquet, Discuss with the children 

food they would have eaten and ones that they wouldn’t. What would they choose for a 

Roman menu? 

Organise a Roman banquet with three courses. Ask children to feed back their opinions on 

Background information LCP p.57, LCP AS9.1 

 

This lesson could be linked to food technology. 

 

Children need to be aware of how to eat the food 

hygienically. 

 

Also it is necessary to investigate whether children have 

allergies or food which they are not allowed to eat. 

http://www.gwydir.demon.co.uk/jo/learn/mosaic.htm


                                                                                                                                                                   

Roman food. 

 

Children to create a Roman menu of foods that were consumed by Romans during their 

period of history.  

 

  

 To know why the Romans left Britain. 

 To learn about the opinions of the settlement of the 

Romans. 

Why did the Romans leave Britain and was the settlement good or bad? 

The Roman settlement in Britain ended because the Roman Empire got very big and it was 

impossible for the soldiers to defend it all. (Background information Roman Britain p.44) 

Ask the children for their initial responses- Do they think Roman settlement was good or 

bad? Why? Using a range of sources investigate the issue. Discuss the points made for and 

against. 

 

Children write their own opinions on Roman rule. I think Roman Rule was a good / bad 

thing because… 

 

More Able: children could take the perspective of a Roman soldier or a Celt and write from 

their point 
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Manor Primary School 

Autumn Term- Year 5 

Life in Britain Stone Age to Iron Age 

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will look at the changes in Britain from the stone age to the iron age and gain a greater understanding of periods of time and how people’s lives changed from earliest times and the impact that new technologies had on 

Britain and everyday life. 

Core Aims  

 know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest 

times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and 

been influenced by the wider world 

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, 
‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, 

difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame 

historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and 

analyses 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make 

historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have 

been constructed 

 gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the 

connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, 

military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

Pupils should be taught  

Chronological understanding 

Children should be able to: 

 place events, people and changes into correct periods of time  

 use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time, including ancient, modern, BC, AD, century 

and decade. 

 Make comparisons between different times in the past. 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

Children should know: 

 about characteristic features of the periods and societies studied, including the ideas, beliefs, attitudes 

and experiences of men, women and children in the past  

 about the social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of the societies studied, in Britain and the wider 

world  

 to identify and describe reasons for, and results of, historical events, situations, and changes in the 

periods studied  

 to describe and make comparisons between the main events, situations and changes within and across 

the different periods and societies studied. 

Historical interpretation and Enquiry  

Children should be able to: 

 recognise primary and secondary sources  

 recognise that the past is represented and interpreted in different ways, and to give some reasons for this 

 draw comparisons and differences from different sources 

 bring together relevant sections of information. 
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 know how to find out about the events, people and changes studied from an appropriate range of 

sources of information, including ICT-based sources [for example, documents, printed sources, CD-

ROMS, databases, pictures and photographs, music, artefacts, historic buildings and visits to museums, 

galleries and sites] 

 to ask perceptive questions and find answers by selecting and recording information relevant to the 

focus of the enquiry 

Organisation and communication 

Pupils should be able to: 

 recall, select and organise historical information  

 use dates and historical vocabulary to describe the periods studied  

 Communicate their knowledge and understanding of history in a variety of ways [for example, drawing, 

writing, by using ICT]. 

Expectations 

Children can: 

 know and understand the history of Britain as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times.  

 understand how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world 

 understand  abstract historical terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, and ‘peasantry’ 

   understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, Understand how life changed through different periods of time and how new technologies 

from the stone age to the iron age affected everyday life. 

  make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends,  

 frame historically-valid questions to lead their own learning 

 create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry,  
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 To locate and map Skara Brae using secondary sources. 

 To locate Skara Brae in time and period using a timeline. 

 

What do you think life was like for the first farmers in Britain? What do you already know? How do you think they lived? 

What questions would you like to find answers to? Paired/group work to raise perceptive questions. 

How can we learn about these first farmers? Children identify types of sources of information available. Discuss the issues arising from events and 

times so long ago. 

How long ago are we thinking about? Children place Neolithic age onto a time line. 

 To find out about the discovery of the Neolithic village of Skara Brae 

 To understand that what we know about the past is dependent on what has 

survived 
 

What information does Skara Brae give us about how life changed when man learned how to farm. 

BBC-see you See Me- Skara Brae Skara Brae has one of the best preserved groups of prehistoric houses in Western Europe. The Neolithic village of 

Skara Brae was discovered in the winter of 1850. Wild storms ripped the grass from a high sand dune known as Skara Brae, beside the bay of Skaill, 

and exposed the ruins of ancient stone buildings which were remarkably well preserved along with the furniture found within. Nowhere else in 

northern Europe is there such rich evidence of how our remote ancestors lived. 

www.orkney.com/skara-brae 

orkneyjar.com 

Skara Brae – google for images and artefacts 

 To use a range of sources to make inferences and deductions to learn about the 

lives of early farmers and hunters 

 To understand what life was like for people in Skara Brae by  investigating life, 

work, food, clothes  

 To draw historical conclusions about life in Neolithic times 

 

What can we learn about life in the stone age from studying Skara Brae? Artefacts found include gaming dice, hand tools, pottery and jewellery( 

necklaces, beads, pendants and pins) Most remarkable are the richly carved stone objects, perhaps used in religious rituals. Which artefacts show the 

villagers were farmers, hunters and fishermen? They were capable of producing items of beauty and sophistication with very simple technology. No 

weapons were found? What does this imply? 

 

The houses were well built of close- fitting flat stones. They were set into large mounds of midden( household refuse) and linked by several passages. 

Each house comprised a single room with a floor space of 40m2. The fitted stone furniture within each room was a dresser, where prized objects were 

probably stored and displayed, two box beds, a hearth centrally placed and small tanks set into the floor, perhaps for preparing fish 

bait.educationscotland.gov.uk 

How was life the same/ different to today? What conclusions can we draw from the evidence left behind from Skara Brae? 

 To investigate why Stonehenge was built 

 To understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is 

used rigorously to make historical claims,  

 To discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past 

have been constructed 

 

What do you already know about Stonehenge?  

Where is it?- children to plot location, land type and rivers on a map of GB 

What is Stonehenge? What is significant about it? Draw and label diagram  

Why do views vary on its purpose and function? www.kidsdiscover.com/stonehenge-for-kids/ Research different theories behind its purpose 1) created 

as a dance arena cos of ideal acoustics 2) a grave yard for a community of elite families( remains of 63 bodies buried around Stonehenge analysed- 

dated back a futher 200 yrs) 3) sought after by pilgrims for it’s healing properties 4) part of an annual winter solstice ritual which resembled 

Glastonbury- up to 4000 may have gathered 5) a computer for predicting eclipses of the sun and moon- some archaeologists claim it is an ancient 

observatory 6)  druid temple in late 17
th
 century www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/british/healing_stones.shtml 

When was Stonehenge built?- children plot onto timeline. Which other henges were around at the same time? 

Who built it? How was it built? What technologies were used to build it? Where did resources come from? www.socialstudiesfor 

kids.com/articles/worldhistory/stonehengemystery.htm 

Kids.britannica.com/elementary/article-353815/Stonehenge 

www.watchknowlearn.org/Category.aspx?CategorylD=6981 

http://www.orkney.com/skara-brae
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To investigate the bronze age  

 

 

What was the Bronze Age.  How did it get it’s name? (the beginning of the bronze age in Britain was around 2000BC. Although it is generally 

thought that the new bronze tools and weapons were brought over from the continent.) 

See video www,theschoolrun.com- the bronze Age 

Which countries have evidence of bronze weapons and tools?- Crete, The Mycenaeans- southern Russia 

Who were the beaker people? Why did they settle in the south west of England? 

What other improvements happened during the bronze age? How did these new technologies affect every day life?- textile production, land used for 

agriculture,, pottery making, more sophisticated weapons. What were the main differences between life in the stone age and the bronze age? 

www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/british.. 

History.parkfieldict.co.uk/pre-history/bronze-age 

To investigate what life was like in the iron age and how we know. What was the Iron Age. How did it get it’s name? When was the iron age? 

Show children artists reconstruction of Danebury Hill Fort.www.3.hants.gov.uk/Hampshire-countryside/danebury.htm 

 Use the zones of inference to work out what they confidently know, what they can infer, and what they need to enquire further in order to fully 

understand. What might the objects found at Danebury be?  

https://schoolsprehistory.wordpress.com/tag/danebury/ 

What other improvements happened during the iron age? How did these new technologies affect every day life?-.What were the main differences 

between life in the stone age, the bronze age and the iron age? 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/british
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Manor Primary School 

Autumn Term Year 6 

The Exciting Egyptians 

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will study the key features, including the everyday lives of men, women and children of Ancient Egypt. Children will develop their understanding of the achievements of the earliest civilizations.  

Core Aims  

 know and understand how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world 

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient 

civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European 

societies; achievements and follies of mankind 

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, 
‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, 

difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame 

historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and 

analyses 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make 

historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have 

been constructed 

 gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the 

connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, 

military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

Pupils should be taught  

Chronological understanding 

Children should be able to: 

 place events, people and changes into correct periods of time  

 use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time, including ancient, modern, BC, AD, century 

and decade. 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

Children should: 

 find out about ideas, beliefs, attitudes, behaviour and characteristics of people, recognising that views 

and feelings can differ.  

  identify and describe reasons for, and results of key historical events, situations and changes in Ancient 

Egypt 

 describe, compare and make links between the main events, situations, behaviour and changes in 

Ancient Egypt- work out how conclusions were arrived at. 

Historical interpretation and Enquiry  

Children should be able to: 

 to ask perceptive questions, select and record relevant information 

 identify the different ways the past is represented and to give reasons for this 

 recognise primary and secondary sources 

 use a range of  sources of information to weigh evidence, sift arguments and develop perspective and 

judgment.  

 Consider ways of checking the accuracy of interpretations, whether they are fact or fiction  

Organisation and communication 

Pupils should be able to: 
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 recall, select and organise historical information from several sources in a fluent account  

 use dates and historical vocabulary to describe the periods studied  

 communicate their knowledge and understanding of history in a variety of ways [for example, drawing, 

writing, by using ICT]. 

 

Expectations 

Children can: 

 know and understand how Britain been influenced by the wider world 

 know and understand the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind 

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid 

questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed 

 gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts,  

  understand the connections between national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

 To locate and map ancient Egypt using secondary sources. What do we already know about ancient Egypt? 
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 To locate ancient Egypt in time and period using a timelines. Introduce the new topic of learning- The Exciting Egyptians 

 

 Where is Egypt in the world?  Which continent will you find Egypt?  

 What is the capital city? Who were the Egyptians? What do we know about them as historic figures from the past? Why do we think 

that the topic is called the exciting Egyptians? 

 

 Locate Egypt on a map of the world or globe and a map of Europe.  

Ask the children to generate questions that will help them to explore and investigate Ancient Egypt 

Look at the periods of the old and middle kingdom.  (A class time line from 3,000 BC to present) Establish what is meant by ‘ancient’ and 

‘modern’ (Ref: KS2 ‘A Sense of History, p23) 

Discuss and locate ancient Egypt in time - Children construct a simple timeline to show the period of Ancient Egypt  

Show the children visual sources of information and photographs of Egypt and the River Nile, Ask the children to explain why the River Nile 

was so important-Egypt not only depended upon the Nile for its water and its food, but the rhythms of the Nile also shaped its religion, its 

government and its destiny.  

Children plot Egypt, the river Nile, Africa, Europe and the Mediterranean Sea on own maps.  

 to observe an object in detail and to make inferences and deductions 

 about the range of objects which have survived from ancient Egypt 

 to make inferences from objects about the way of life in ancient Egypt 

 

 

 

 

What can we learn about ancient Egypt from one object? 

Artefact detectives! 

Tell the children that they are going to be archaeologist detectives and going to examine Egyptian artefacts in order to draw their own historical 

conclusions about the Egyptian period.  

 

Show the children the ‘Ancient Egypt Artefact box’, which contains Egyptian objects from the past. 

 

 Provide the children also with pictures of items from Ancient Egypt (Scarab pendant LCP. P.419 or Collins Educational Photos 2,3,6,7) to 

analyse and question.  

 

Children to investigate and handle each of the artefacts in the history box and ask the children to sort them in different ways, eg, Which are 

made from wood, paper, pottery, stone etc?   

 

Using their skills of enquiry, ask the children to predict what each of the artefacts may be.  

 What could this artefact be?  

 What could it be used for?  

 What does it tell us as historians about ancient Egypt?  

 Which tell us about food, death, daily life, clothes, and houses? Which tell us about rich people, poor people?  

 

Encourage the children to form their own historical questions about the different artefacts.  Ask the children to discuss using their observational 

work on the artefacts. 
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Discuss the artefacts as a whole class and what each one tells us about life in ancient Egypt. Help the children understand the importance and 

value of sources like artefacts to the historian. 

Children to take role of an archaeologist and make a detailed drawing of the object and write a detailed description. They must also use their 

learning from the artefact investigation work to complete the sentence: What does this source tell us about life in ancient Egypt?  

 

 

 To explore aspects of life in ancient Egypt from remaining artefacts. 

 To make inferences and deductions from objects and pictures 

 To understand that what we know about the past is dependent on what has 

survived 

 To investigate the Egyptian alphabet using hieroglyphics. 

 To investigate Egyptian hieroglyphic writing and number systems. 

 To construct writing using the Egyptian alphabet in hieroglyphics. 

What do objects that have survived tell us about ancient Egypt? 

Show the children artefact (Historical artefact box) or a picture of a scribe’s palette Introduce to children idea that we learn about Ancient Egypt 

through evidence left behind,  

Ask the children to use their skills of enquiry to question – What this existing object is? What could it be used for? What can we guess about it? 

Ask the children to generate their own historical questions to find out more about this object - what do we want to find out? 

Tell the children that it is a scriber’s palette for writing. Explain to the children that Egyptians wrote right to left and in picture form not using 

letterform like we do today. Explain the meaning of hieroglyphics (Ref: Ginn History pp28-29) Tell the children that they wrote on papyrus 

reeds (examples of this paper can be found in the artefact box)  

 

Look at the alphabet in hieroglyphics. How is it different? 

Children to be given codes to crack using copies of the hieroglyph alphabet. 
Extension: Children to write their name or a short sentence about themselves using Egyptian hieroglyphic alphabet. 

Recap on Egyptian hieroglyphic writing. How was it different to our writing today? What did Egyptians use to write? Look at a reed pen. Do 

you think it was easy to write with this? 
Examine the Egyptian number system in hieroglyphics. What do you notice? How is it different to our number sentence? How is it similar? 

Provide the children with some simple number sequences or sums to solve using the Egyptian number system in hieroglyphics. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/writing-used-in-ancient-egypt-hieroglyphs-and-hieratic/5259.html- video of Egyptian writing 

 

Children to make their own reed pens and write a postcard to send to a friend in ancient Egypt. Their message must be in hieroglyphics and 

they will need to try and use the number system to include a problem within their post card.  

 

 To understand how the lives of the Egyptians relied on the River Nile  

 

 To know how the river Nile was used for agriculture during ancient Egypt.  
 

What does the landscape tell us about what life might have been like in ancient Egypt? 

 

Begin by reflecting on the time and period of ancient Egypt. Using a map, reflect on where Egypt is and key physical features of the country. 

Identify the River Nile and discuss  

 

 Why and how do you think that the River Nile was important to the ancient Egyptians? 

  

Show the children a visual source of the River Nile and discuss what they can see, what they can draw about the River Nile and again thoughts 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/writing-used-in-ancient-egypt-hieroglyphs-and-hieratic/5259.html-
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on why it might have been very important to the lives of ancient Egyptians.  

 

Read and investigate through Collins Primary History textbook p.26. Ensure children understand the importance of the river Nile. Discuss how 

the Nile provided water and a method of transport. Look at an atlas with children and tell them about the physical features of the Nile and how 

it flooded annually. 

 Provide children with more pictures of the Nile and of the Egyptian landscape using historical sources form the Collins resource pack as well as 

interactive sources. (Ref: Ginn History p4-5, ‘A sense of History’-pp74-75) 

Explore internet links: 

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/egypt/farming.htm  

http://www.egyptologyonline.com/Work%20&%20Trade.htm  

http://www.coxhoe.durham.sch.uk/Curriculum/History.htm  

 

Look at the calendar for the Egyptian farming year. Discuss as a whole class. 

 

Children to  wwrite a report about the uses of the River Nile. They will need to include details about the farming year, crops and how the River 

Nile was important to the lives of the ancient Egyptians. Children to even add a picture board of the ancient Egyptian farming year. 

 

 To understand what life was like for people in ancient Egypt.   

 To use a range of sources to give an account of different aspects of life 

living in ancient Egypt.   

 To investigate life, work, food, clothes and roles within ancient Egypt. 

 To draw historical conclusions about life in ancient Egypt. 

 

 

What was life like in Ancient Egypt? 

 

Introduce the children to the idea of life within ancient Egypt. Discuss with the children  

 

 What do they think life was like in ancient Egypt? 

 How did they live? What were their homes like? 

 What jobs do the children think the ancient Egyptians did? 

 What food did they eat?  

 What was daily life like? 

 What about clothes? Schooling? Life of boys and girls? 

 Did they have any past-times? Like what maybe? 

 How do they think life in Egypt might be different to that of today? 

 

 Ask the children to generate questions that they will like to explore and investigate about the Egyptians and their life using post-it-notes to 

create a sticky wall. 

 

 Over a series of lessons: 

Children to use a range of written sources, visual sources, first person accounts, internet links and Q1’s to research aspects of Egyptian life 

including  

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/egypt/farming.htm
http://www.egyptologyonline.com/Work%20&%20Trade.htm
http://www.coxhoe.durham.sch.uk/Curriculum/History.htm
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 Egyptian daily life and their homes 

http://library.thinkquest.org/5356/main.html 

http://www.woodlands- junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/egypt/clothes.htm 

http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/life/home.html - two accounts  about a day in the life of two ancient Egyptian families 

http://www2.sptimes.com/Egypt/EgyptCredit.4.2.html- family life and homes 

http://egypt.mrdonn.org/homes.html- homes 

Video http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/working-life-in-ancient-egypt/5271.html - video of working life 

http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/prehistory/egypt/dailylife/dailylife.html 

 

 Egyptian work and trade 

http://www.pbs.org/empires/egypt/special/lifeas/soldier.html- jobs - soldier, farmer, priest, craftsman, nobleman  

http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/trade/home.html - trades 

 

 

 Egyptian food and what they ate 

Video http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/what-did-wealthy-egyptians-eat/5164.html- video of what did wealthy Egyptians eat? 

 

 Egyptian clothes, make up and jewellery 

http://www2.sptimes.com/Egypt/EgyptCredit.4.2.html- jewellery, make up, clothing 

 

 Egyptian past times and entertainment. 

http://www2.sptimes.com/Egypt/EgyptCredit.4.2.html- entertainment 

 

 

The children are to present what they have found out about each of the key aspects of Egyptian life using a range of writing media. Children to 

write letters using the first-person, postcards from Egypt, magazine pages entitled ‘Egyptian life’ and information texts using the key features.   

 
 

  

To understand the importance of religion in ancient Egypt. 

To identify key religious beliefs and practises of ancient Egypt using a range of 

sources.  

 

Ancient Egyptian faith, practise and worship! 

 
Ask the children 

 What do you think you already know about religion during the ancient Egyptian period? 

http://library.thinkquest.org/5356/main.html
http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/life/home.html
http://www2.sptimes.com/Egypt/EgyptCredit.4.2.html-
http://egypt.mrdonn.org/homes.html-
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/working-life-in-ancient-egypt/5271.html
http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/prehistory/egypt/dailylife/dailylife.html
http://www.pbs.org/empires/egypt/special/lifeas/soldier.html-
http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/trade/home.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/what-did-wealthy-egyptians-eat/5164.html-
http://www2.sptimes.com/Egypt/EgyptCredit.4.2.html-
http://www2.sptimes.com/Egypt/EgyptCredit.4.2.html-
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 Were the Egyptians religious? How do we know this? What makes us think that? 

 Was faith and religion important? Again, how do we know this? 

 What did they practice? 

 What beliefs did they have? 

 

Using a range of sources and Q1’s, children to investigate Egyptian worship, faith and beliefs. 

 

http://www2.sptimes.com/Egypt/EgyptCredit.4.3.html -religion  

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/Egypt.html 

 

 

Using their findings and learning, children to write a religious guide to Egyptian religion. Children to think about aspects of their faith and 

practise, worship and key beliefs. 

 

 To understand the importance of religion in ancient Egypt. 

 

 To identify key Egyptian religious beliefs, practises and gods and 

goddesses using a range of sources.  

 

Ancient Egyptian Gods and Goddesses. 

 

Discuss the importance of religion in ancient Egypt.  

 What do you think your already know about religion during the ancient Egyptian period? 

 What do you already know about ancient Egyptian religion and gods? 

 Can you name any ancient Egyptian gods or goddesses? 

 What historical questions would you like to investigate? 

 

Discuss with the children that everything the ancient Egyptians did was connected to the gods. The Egyptians worshipped over 2,000 gods and 

goddesses. Many gods and goddesses were associated with certain animals and paintings show them with a human body and the head of a bird 

or an animal. Major gods like the Sun god were worshipped throughout Egypt but some others were local gods linked to certain towns or 

temples. 

 Where did the Egyptians worship? 

 Who did they worship? 

 How important was religion 

 Who were the important religions figures? 

 

Discuss the religious figures – Atum the all is the creator. The pharaoh representations of this god on earth. 

http://www2.sptimes.com/Egypt/EgyptCredit.4.3.html
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/Egypt.html
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Tell the children that they are going to investigate for themselves, ancient Egyptian gods and goddesses using the Q1’s and internet links using 

the following two sites 

 

http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/gods/explore/main.html- catalogue of gods and goddesses 

http://www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/interactives/interactive_fs.asp?swfpath=history/egypt/egyptiangod.swf- catalogue of gods and 

goddesses 

 

Using their own findings and learning, children to present a catalogue page about Egyptian gods and goddesses. Children to illustrate and write 

a character profile of each of their chosen gods and goddesses.  

 

 To understand how a body was prepared for the afterlife.  

 To understand the stage of the mummification process.  

  

What did the ancient Egyptians believe about life after death? 

 

Ask the children  

 What key beliefs do they know and think the Egyptians had? 

 What did they believe would happen once they faced death? 

 Do they children think religion was important? 

 

Give the children information on ancient Egypt beliefs about life and death. Explain that life after death was the central belief in Egyptian 

religion. Tell the children that the ritual of burial gods, statues, shabtis, stone carvings and paintings all had some significance in the journey of 

the spirit in the afterlife. This journey was often recorded on papyri known as Books of Dead, which were placed in tombs.  

 What did the ancient Egyptians think about life after death?  

Children to watch the short videos together or suibg their own Q1’s in pairs 

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_egyptians/life/video_life1.html 

http://www.eyelid.co.uk/egyptian-mummification.html- video 

 

Tell the children that the afterlife was a central part to the lives of the ancient Egyptians as they held a belief in the new world which followed 

after death. The Egyptians believed that everyone had a soul and a body and that both of these were needed in the life after death. Therefore, the 

Egyptians tried to preserve the bodies and soul of the dead through a process called mummification. 

 

Using a range of written and short extract sources ask the children to investigate Egyptian mummification and it’s process. Children to use 

http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/gods/explore/main.html-
http://www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/interactives/interactive_fs.asp?swfpath=history/egypt/egyptiangod.swf-
http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_egyptians/life/video_life1.html
http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_egyptians/life/video_life1.html
http://www.eyelid.co.uk/egyptian-mummification.html-
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highlighters and underline the evidence and beliefs presented within the sources. 

http://www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/interactives/history/egypt/makeamummy.asp  

 

http://library.thinkquest.org/5356/mummifying.html 

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/egypt/mummies.htm 

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/egypt/canopic.htm 

http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/mummies/index.html 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/why-did-the-egyptians-mummify-dead-bodies/5182.html - video why did they mummify the dead? 

 

Children to discuss their key findings: 

• What have you learnt about Egyptian afterlife? 

• What was mummification? 

• What was involved in the mummification process? 

• What happened to the body during each stage? 

• What were they buried with? 

• What were canopic jars? What was put inside them and why? 

Using their learning from the interactive and written sources, children to create an explanation text about How to Mummify a Body. Children 

to use the key features of explanatory writing within their own pieces of writing. Children may ant to add annotated explanatory diagrams to 

add even more information to their writing.  

 

 To investigate who was Tutankhamun. 

 

 To use a range historical sources to write a newspaper report about the 

discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb. 

  

Who was Tutankhamun? 

 

Show the children pictures of Tutankhamun.  

 

• Who is it? 

• What do they know about this key historical figure?  

• Why might we be learning about this figure? 

• Is this person important? 

 

 

Ask the children to examine the picture and write historical questions in order to find out more about him.  

• If you could meet this person, what would you ask him?  

 

 Children to create questions like Who are you? Why are you an important Egyptian figure? 

http://www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/interactives/history/egypt/makeamummy.asp
http://www.childrensuniversity.manchester.ac.uk/interactives/history/egypt/makeamummy.asp
http://library.thinkquest.org/5356/mummifying.html
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/egypt/mummies.htm
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/egypt/canopic.htm
http://www.ancientegypt.co.uk/mummies/index.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/why-did-the-egyptians-mummify-dead-bodies/5182.html
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Introduce the children to Tutankhamun. Watch a short video 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/the-tomb-of-tutankhamun/5183.html- video of Tutankhamun’s tomb 

 

Present the children with a selection of historical sources for them to research about Tutankhamun. Historical sources will include details of 

Tutankhamun and how he died at only sixteen or seventeen years old and how he was buried with amazing treasures. Sources to include 

answers to questions like Why is he abit of a mystery? Who discovered him and why?  

 http://www.touregypt.net/featurestories/carter.htm 

http://www.ashmolean.org/gri/4hcart.html 

 

http://library.thinkquest.org/J002589/HowardCarter.shtml 
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/tut.html 

 

http://www.eyelid.co.uk/Egyptian_Videos/King-Tut-Treasures.html- video 

http://www.akhet.co.uk/tutankh.htm 

 

Children to imagine being a news reporter in the 1920’s and write a news article headlining the discovery of the tomb – ‘Tutankhamun: read all 

about it!’ 
 

what we can find out about ancient Egypt from what has survived 

to produce a structured account about life in ancient Egypt 

  

What can we learn about ancient Egypt from what has survived? 

 

Discuss with the children what they have learnt about ancient Egypt. Discuss not only what is known but also what is not known from what has 

survived. 

Ask the children to produce an informative double page on ancient Egypt covering all the topics they have found out about inclining Egyptian 

life, religion, beliefs, clothes and children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/the-tomb-of-tutankhamun/5183.html-
http://www.touregypt.net/featurestories/carter.htm
http://www.ashmolean.org/gri/4hcart.html
http://library.thinkquest.org/J002589/HowardCarter.shtml
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/Homework/tut.html
http://www.eyelid.co.uk/Egyptian_Videos/King-Tut-Treasures.html-
http://www.akhet.co.uk/tutankh.htm
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